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moderated. The establishment and maintenance of harmony under 
such conditions would be a task far beyond' the power of any adminis- 
trative system. Rodbertus's theory of historic development is also sub- 
jected to a searching criticism and proven to be wholly untenable. It is 
also shown that he constructed it quite late in life, and borrowed it to a 
large extent from earlier writers. 

The effect of such a work as this is healthy. It corrects the tendency 
to hero worship, and by a calm appeal to facts shows how little benefit 
society can derive from attempts to introduce any of the ideal systems 
so popular in our time. A thorough study of the history of opinions 
and institutions is the proper antidote for all theories, whether of extreme 
socialism or extreme individualism. 

H. L. Osgood. 



Hanserecesse : Dritte Abtheilung, 1477-1530. Bearbeitet von 
Dietrich Schafer. Herausgegeben vom Verein fur hansische Ge- 
schichte. Leipzig, Verlag von Duncker und Humblot, 1881, 1883, 
1888. — 3 Bde. 4to, xv, 598, xvi, 687, xii, 590 pp. 

The Hanseatic league is of such importance in the history of mediaeval 
economic life that the publication of new materials on the subject must 
always be warmly welcomed. Among the most important of these must 
be ranked the comprehensive collection known as the Hanserecesse. 
The first set (1256-1430) was published years ago in five volumes, by 
the Royal Bavarian Academy of Sciences ; the second set (1431-1477) 
was published in four volumes by the Union for Hanseatic History, and 
edited by Professor von der Ropp. The present set (1477-1530) is 
published by the same society and edited by Professor Schafer, of Jena, 
who had shown his qualifications for such a task by his valuable book on 
Die Hansest'ddte und Konig Waldemar. Like the previous collections, 
they contain all manner of reports, accounts of proceedings, conven- 
tions and official correspondence relative to the league. The manu- 
script sources were collected at infinite pains from the municipal archives 
of numerous North German cities, and are verbally reprinted without 
commentary or explanation. In the introductory chapter to each 
volume, however, Professor Schafer gives an interesting resume of the 
general course of events, and of the vacillating fortunes of the league 
during the period in question. To all serious students of the Hansa 
this exhaustive compilation will bring the amplest possible materials. 

E. R. A. S. 



